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Equitabie Building, 120 Broadway, built in 1916 before the first zoning regulation

1
2 The 1916 regulation required a specific ratio of street widih to building height. That
3

led 10 the typical "wedding cake’ skyscraper
The plot ratio as a reg ¥ il Was i im 1961, Tha initial limit
was 15

4 At the same tima more strest space was required, resulting in the tower over 8
plaza. The Seagram Building is shown here

5 Plazas recerved a bonus that increased the plot ratio 1o 18

& The use of plazas would have meant the destruction of avenues in SOME Cases, 50
the sysiem of running public roads through buildings was developed. The plot
ratio was increased 1o 21.6

7 Maore recant regulations once again deal with daylight, with one alternative
invotving a daylight curve for a plot ratio of 1

8 Another alternative depends on the dimensions of the unobstructed skyline [plot
ratio of 18}

9 The mast recent daylight chart may also be used (plot ratio of 18]
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